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Ms. Bonnie Berger	- 2 -	


	
September 12, 2014


Ms. Bonnie Berger
A-1 Eastern Homade Pickle Company
1832 Johnston Street
Los Angeles, CA  90031


Dear Ms. Berger:

CLOSURE DENIAL REVIEW FOR PETROLEUM UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK
CASE, A-1 EASTERN HOMADE PICKLE COMPANY, 1832 JOHNSTON STREET, LOS ANGELES, LOS ANGELES COUNTY

	


State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Resolution No. 2012-0062 requires that State Water Board staff review a lead agency’s decision when the lead agency has denied a request by a responsible party for an underground storage tank (UST) case closure pursuant to the Low-Threat UST Case Closure Policy.

The subject site has the following identification numbers:

· GeoTracker No. T0603719830
· Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Los Angeles Water Board) Case
No. 900310370

The State Water Board reviewed the closure request dated January 16, 2014 and the response from the Los Angeles Water Board in the GeoTracker record.  Water Board staff disagrees with the proposed UST case closure because General and Media-Specific Criteria have not been met.

	After careful consideration of the GeoTracker record, I have determined that this site does not meet the following General and Media-Specific Criteria: General Criteria e - A conceptual site model that assesses the nature, extent, and mobility of the release has been developed; or Groundwater   Media-Specific Criteria (3) c - The plume has been stable or decreasing for a minimum of five years. 



There is a significant amount of petroleum constituents groundwater near the secondary source.  The contaminant plume is not stable and appears to be increasing in areal extent.  Groundwater concentrations in wells MW-3 and MW-5 have increasing trends.  In 2013, there was a visible sheen on groundwater samples collected from well MW-3.  During July 2014, maximum concentrations for benzene, and methyl tertiary butyl ether in groundwater were 5,700 micrograms per liter (µg/L), and 2,800 µg/L, respectively.

Petroleum constituents in groundwater continue to pose a threat to human health, safety and the environment.   Criteria for low-threat UST case closure have not been met at this time, and therefore, closure of the UST case is not appropriate.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Benjamin Heningburg at (916) 341-5749 or
[bookmark: _GoBack]benjamin.heningburg@waterboards.ca.gov

[image: ]Sincerely,

	

Victoria A. Whitney, Deputy Director
Division of Water Quality

cc:    Kenneth Hekimian
         HVN Environmental
3870 Del Amo Boulevard, #501
Torrance, CA 90503 

[Via -email only]  

	
	


Mr. Samuel Unger, Executive Officer 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
(samuel.unger@waterboards.ca.gov)

Mr. Yi Lu
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
(yi.lu@waterboards.ca.gov)

Ms. Nicole Kuenzi
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
(Nicole.kuenzi@waterboards.ca.gov)

Mr. Benjamin Heningburg
State Water Resources Control Board
(benjamin.heningburg@waterboards.ca.gov)

Mr. Eloy Luna
City of Los Angeles
(eloy.luna@lacity.org)
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